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Greetings to all my Dear Members!

The 71st AGM was well attended by 
the members and several matters in 
regard to current and future plans 
were discussed at length. We have 
re-emphasised to our members to 

come forward with constructive criticism for the 
betterment of the Club.

A standing ovation was given to one of our 
beloved past President Mr.Ratan Karanjia  who 
retired from the Executive Committee.

We thank the members for re-electing some of us 
on the Executive Committee and welcome the new 
entrant Mr. Samir Unadkat on the same. I thank the 
members of the MHCL for re-electing me as the 
President for the year 2018-2019 and will continue 
to strive for betterment of the members and the Club.

Our Goddess Durgadevi has come to our rescue.  
The burning of the Ravana has led to burning of our 
woes; oil prices are now reducing, the US dollar is 
stabilising, and the stock markets consolidating! We 
are all now getting excited about future festivities of 
Diwali and then Christmas.

From The
President’s Desk

Our Dassehra MHCL JIO Garba/Dandiya night 
sponsored by Reliance Industries Limited/JIO at The 
Taj Mahal Palace hotel, has been one of the most 
popular events during the last few months and was 
well attended by approximately 1200 members. The 
Club’s management ensured that members were 
accommodated due to soaring demand of passes.

This was only possible due the immense 
contribution of time by some of the past Presidents, 
current office bearers, managing committee members 
and the management staff.

God helps those who help themselves and it was a 
difficult task to satisfy our members and the sponsors 
within the available constraints and was achieved.

On the administration front the service levels are 
improving, the swimming pool remains a concern 
and active efforts are on going for the desired results.

The DJ Mash Up Nights continue to be a well-
attended. The sports tournaments within the Club 
should be starting soon.

Whilst we always to touch the sky and aim for the 
Moon,  we must realise that our feet must always be 
on the ground. Hence, though we aim for ther best 
in everything for us, the members and the Club, we 
need to be ‘real’ in some matters.

With this I wish you a Very Happy Deepavali and 
a Very Prosperous New Year and hope you continue 
to enjoy your ‘Home Away from Home’ with friends 
and family.

Warm regards
Dr Mitil Chokshi,
President,
Malabar Hill Club.
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N O T I C E  B O A R D N O T I C E  B O A R D

Announcement
The Executive Committee for the year 2018-2019, elected at the 
Annual General Meeting held on Friday 28th September, 2018  is as 
under:

President: Dr. Mitil R. Chokshi         

Vice-president: Mr. Chetan S. Shah           

Vice-president: Mr. Anand M. Khatau   

Hon. Secretary: Mr. Nitin L. Shah 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. Ketan L. Shah 

Members 

Mr. Kirtikumar K. Dayal        

Mr. Homa D. Petit            

Mr. Percy B. Daruvala

Mr. Shirish B. Mody

Mr. Harshad C. Vora

Mr. Adil Engineer

Mr. Raman H. Maroo 

Mr. Ashok N. Shetty        

Mr. Mehul N. Shah

Mr. Samir Unadkat
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N O T I C E  B O A R D

Entry to the Club & Services 
against Smart Card only
Members are informed that w.e.f 1st November, 2017, it is mandatory for them to 
swipe their smart cards while entering the club and using all departmental services. 

Please note that services will be provided against the smart card only.

Members are requested to co-operate.

Spouse Membership
On expiry of a member, the spouse has to apply for membership within a year from 
the date of death of the member. Such a spouse will not have the right to apply for 
membership after the above time period has lapsed.

Also, for any married daughter posing as unmarried and found using the facility on 
her parents’ membership, action will be taken against the member concerned as per 
the articles of association.

Payment by Cheque
Members are informed that while making payment by cheque, the same should be 
drawn in the favour of “Malabar Hill Club Ltd.” only. 

Cheques received with overwriting and/or corrections will not be accepted by the 
bank as per their instructions.   

Members are requested to take note of the same.
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N O T I C E  B O A R D N O T I C E  B O A R D

Bookworm’s Delight
What’s new in our library?

NO. TITLE OF THE BOOK                           AUTHOR’S NAME

1. HIPPIE      PAULO COELHO 

2. FEAR      BOB WOODWARD

3. LIAR LIAR     JAMES PATTERSON

4. TANSCRIPTION    KATE ATKINSON

5. SURPRISE ME     SOPHIE KINSELLA

6. PRINCESS: STEPPING OUT OF          JEAN SASSON

           THE SHADOWS

7. CLOCK DANCE    ANNE TYLER 

8. THE GIRL IN ROOM 105   CHETAN BHAGAT

9. THE UPSIDE DOWN KING    SUDHA MURTY

10. PYJAMAS ARE FORGIVING   TWINKLE KHANNA

11. THE SILENT WIDOW    SIDNEY SHELDON AND 

                                                                                           TILLY BAGSHAWE

12. THE OTHER WOMAN    DANIEL SILVA

13. THE FOX     FREDERICK FORSYTH

14. THE DARKEST MINDS    ALEXANDRA BRACKEN

15. MURDER IN PARADISE   JAMES PATTERSON

16. COURTNEY’S WAR    WILBUR SMITH

17. THE PEOPLE vs ALEX CROSS  JAMES PATTERSON

18. THE HUNDRED-YEAR-OLD MAN   JONAS JONASSON

            WHO CLIMBED OUT OF THE 

            WINDOW AND DISAPPEARED

19.       LETHAL WHITE    ROBERT GALBRAITH
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E V E N T  C A L E N D A R

8 | MALABAR TIMES 

Housie
November 2018

Sunday: 4th, 11th & 25th                   
Thursday: 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th          

December 2018
Sunday: 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th                

Thursday: 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th 

Sunday
Timings: From 10.30 A.M. To 12.00 Noon 

Venue: Little Gibbs restaurant 

Thursday
Timings: From 5.15 P.M. To 7.00 P.M.

Venue: Palazzo restaurant 

Guests are permitted only for Thursday’s Housie.

Note: Members have to be present along with their guests at the Housie venue 
Children below 18 years of age are not allowed.

Housie room is a ‘no cell phone’ zone. 
Fine for breaching the above will be levied as per the club’s rules.

Diwali Special Housie 
(For Members & their Guests)

 On Thursday, 1st November, 2018 

From 5.30 P.M. to 8.00 P.M.
Venue: Overdrive         

One member can introduce only 4 guests

Compulsory contribution of `100/- per head + taxes will be collected from guests 
(inclusive of guest fee)

Note: Members have to be present along with their
Guests at the Housie venue 
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Diwali Bumper Housie 
With Optional Dinner
(For Members only)

On Sunday, 18th November 2018 

Timing: 6.00 P.M. onwards 
Venue: Overdrive    

Variety snacks will be available at self service counter.

Note: Children below 18 years of age are not allowed.
Mobile phones will not be allowed in the Housie room.

 
Compulsory contribution of `50/- per head which will be given as a lucky dip

• Optional dinner (after housie)              
• A special dinner with Non-veg., Veg. & Jain dishes which will be served,  

at a concessional rate.
• Please register prior to the event.

• This is only for those Members who are playing Housie and have booked the  
dinner in advance.

• Menu will be available at the time of booking.

X’mas Special Housie 
With Optional Dinner
(For Members only)

On Friday, 28th December 2018 

Timing: 6.00 P.M. Onwards 
Venue: Palazzo Restaurant

Note: Children below 18 years of age are not allowed.
Variety snacks will be available at self service counter.

                             Mobile phones will not be allowed in the Housie room. 
Compulsory contribution of `50/- per head which will be given as a lucky dip

• Optional Dinner (after Housie)              
• A special dinner with Non-veg., Veg. & Jain dishes which will be served, at a 

concessional rate. 
• Please register prior to the event.

• This is only for those members who are playing Housie and have booked the 
 dinner in advance.

• Menu available at the time of booking.
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E V E N T  C A L E N D A R

Pairs’ Bridge Tournament
(For Members and their Guests)

The Club will be hosting a monthly Pairs’ Bridge Tournament.

Every 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month  
Timing: 2.15 P.M. to 4.30 P.M.

   November, 2018                    December, 2018
  Saturday: 10th & 24th            Saturday: 8th & 22nd                        

Venue:   Palazzo Restaurant  

Entry fee:  `200/- for Members  
           `300/- For Guests  

A Bridge Trophy will be awarded to members who accumulate maximum points 
 at the end of the year.

Guests are eligible for receiving cash awards for every single win.

Ridge Nite
(For Members and their Guests)

November, 2018
Saturday: 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th  

December, 2018 
Saturday: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

    
Venue: “The Ridge” bar

The last order will be at 12.00 A.M.
Music will close at 1.15 A.M.

The lights will be put off at 1.30 A.M.

Please note that no Member is allowed to be present on the Club’s premises 
after this hour.

One Member can introduce only 8 guests.

Guest charges: `100/- + taxes as applicable + usual guest fee 

Important note: Members, please be informed that Friday’s D.J. will play upto 11.30 P.M. 
only at The Ridge bar 
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Western Soft Music: Vocal & 
Keyboard

 (For Members and their Guests)

(On every 3rd Tuesday of the month)
Venue: Palazzo restaurant

Timing: 8.00 Pm. To 10.30 P.M.

November, 2018, Tuesday, 20th: Michael & Sunita  
December, 2018, Tuesday, 18th: Michael & Sunita  

Musical Evening of 
Old and New Hindi Songs 

(For Members and their Guests)

Venue: “Palazzo Restaurant” 

November, 2018: Monday, 26th      
December, 2018: Monday, 17th        

  Time: 8.00 P.M. To 11.00 P.M.

• Only 8 Guests per Member are allowed.

Sunday Special Counters
(For Members, their Families and Guests)

The Malabar Hill Club, for the first time ever, presents:

“Food Month” in December ‘18. 
The best of what our city has to offer, right in our courtyard, on  

two Sundays in the month. 
 

2nd December- Cafe Royal - Sizzlers & Italian
16th December- Howra! - Burgers, Barbecue & Beer 

Time: 12.30 P.M. to 9.30 P.M.

Note: All transactions in cash and coupon only. Coupons can also be redeemed on 
membership card. Service available only in the courtyard, Little Gibbs & Palazzo. 

So come in large numbers and give in to your gluttony.
Menu will be displayed on the noticeboard. 
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E V E N T  C A L E N D A R

Senior Citizen Members’
 Get-Together

 (Musical evening with dinner)

Day & date: Saturday, 17th November, 2018

Timing: From 5.30 P.M. To 9.30 P.M.

Venue: Overdrive 

Charges: `150/- for Members + taxes as applicable 

Light snacks will be served during the programme. 
Dinner will be served at 7.30 P.M.

Senior Citizen Members’ 
Get-Together 

Day & date: Saturday, 15th December, 2018 

From 5.00 P.M. To 7.00 P.M.

Venue: Palazzo Restaurant
(No charges)

Topics will be displayed on the noticeboard.

Hoping to see you on 17th November and 15th December at 5.00 P.M.

The meeting will be followed by fellowship and snacks.

You are requested to be seated by 5.15 P.M.  The main door will be shut once  
the programme begins.

Please give your suggestions/views to Mr. Asit Pandya, Convenor on 9821071706
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Mental Mindful Health 
Programme

Day & date:  Sunday 25th November, 2018

Timing: From 10 A.M to 12 PM.

Venue: Overdrive 

Seminar on Pranic  
Heal–a–Thon
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Friday Mash Nights (Guest DJ)
(For Members and their Guests)

November, 2018
Friday, 16th & 30th       

                                                           December, 2018     
Friday, 14th    

Venue: “The Ridge” bar

The last order will be at 12.30 A.M.
Music will close at 1.45 A.M.

The lights will be put off at 2.00 A.M.

Please note that no Member is allowed to be present on the Club’s premises 
 after this hour.

One Member can introduce only 8 guests.

Guest charges: `100/- + taxes as applicable + usual guest fee 

Swimming Gala
The Club is organising ‘Swimming Gala’ on Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th December, 2018 

at the pool side from 4.00 P.M. onwards  

Venue: Swimming Pool

Entry fee: `200/- + taxes per participant

For every event and every group there will be three prizes. The winners will be awarded 
with medals and certificates.

  
Please remember the following:

1. Last date of receiving entries: 1st December, 2018

2. Entry forms will be available with effect from 15th November, 2018 and should be 
submitted duly filled in to Mr. Vasudev Gawde, Swimming Pool Attendant. 

3. Cut-off date of age: 1st December, 2018 
Come One! Come All! And make this event a Grand Success!

E V E N T  C A L E N D A R
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Diwali Special Buffet Lunch
(For Members, their Families and Guests)

On 4th November, 2018
Timing: 12.30 P.M. To 2.30 P.M.   

Venue: Courtyard    

Charges: Members: `375/- per head + taxes as applicable        
Guests:  `450/- per head + taxes as applicable + the usual guest fee

Booking opens on 22nd October, 2018
No cancellation will be accepted after 3rd November 2018

Menu will be displayed on the noticeboard.

Children’s X’mas Party
(For Members and their Children & Guests)

Saturday, 22nd December, 2018
From 4.30 P.M. onwards

Venue: Courtyard

Capture the joy of X’mas and an evening of fun and surprise as you make merry with 
Santa, friends and family.

Special attraction.... Santa khoya bag, prizes and gifts galore for everyone.

Entrance fee for all children attending the party
Member’s child:  `250/- + taxes as applicable (inclusive snacks & gift)             

Guest’s child:  `300/- + taxes as applicable (inclusive snacks & gift)                            

Booking opens on Saturday 1st December, 2018

Admission passes to be collected at the time of booking from the reception.

* No booking will be accepted on telephone
  * The gift would be given to all the participants by the Club 

* Ayahs and servants will not be admitted in any part of the Club after 4.00 P.M.
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Growing Trees is the Greatest 
Help to this World!

1-Day Free Workshop on Tree Plantation

FOR MEMBERS, THEIR CHILDREN & GUESTS 

SUNDAY, 18th NOVEMBER, 2018 FROM 9.30 A.M. to 12.30 P.M.

VENUE: COURTYARD (GARDEN)

"Grow your own plant and make the Earth green."

SCHEDULE 

1) Briefing on the importance of  growing a plant

2)  Knowledge of growing plants 

3) Participants will grow their own plant and take home

Organic mud, seedling of some flowers & other exotic plants will be provided.

Pots and planting kit will be provided at cost to Members.

Participants may bring mango seeds from home to see that the mango they  

eat can also grow a tree.

Expert advice and guidance to all the participants will be given free of charge.
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New year’s Eve 
Buffet Dinner & Dance

Monday 31st December 2018

Mindblowing music and special light effects  
 Venue: Overdrive, The Ridge bar (D.J.)

Courtyard – Live Singer

The most memorable musical moments, an evening of hindi pop and ‘filmy’ dancing & 
music to welcome the year 2018.

Special light effects and sound.

Time: From 9.00 P.M. onwards
Charges: Entry fee for Member: `500/- per head + taxes    

For Guests:  `750/- per head + taxes 

Buffet dinner charges: 
For Members & Guests: `1,300/- + taxes

* Booking opens on Saturday, 1st December, 2018
* No cancellation after 27th December, 2018

* Children below 18 years are strictly prohibited for the function
* Dinner will be served from 9.45 P.M. onwards

* From 7.00 P.M. restaurants will be closed.

Garden will be closed at 6.30 P.M.
No services on 1st floor & in ‘The Ridge’ bar

No a-la-carte services after 7.00 P.M.

Menu will be displayed on the noticeboard.
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Up north, in the hills of Ounasvaara and Korkalovaara, at the 
confluence of the river Kemijoki and its tributary the Ounasjoki 
is situated the quaint little town of Rovaniemi, a rather unheard 
of name. However, the place becomes instantly intriguing when 

one comes to know that it is supposed to be the official residence 
of the beloved Santa Claus. Rovaniemi serves as a perfect base 
for planning activities when in Finnish Lapland—from witnessing 

Nothern Lights and the mid-night Sun to husky-rides and trekking 
in the snow-filled forests—and is a tourist’s delight all year round.

By Ashutosh Gotad

In Santa’s 
Village
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C O V E R  F E A T U R E



MALABAR TIMES | 19

Rovaniemi, is a town in northern Finland, 
just six kilometres south of Arctic Circle 
and experiences a subarctic climate with 
pleasant, short summers and cold and 

snowy, long winters. There is very little sunshine 
during winters; however, the climate is not as extreme 
as one would expect for such a location. This makes 
the place favourable for tourists. Some of the popular 
indulgences here are:

VISITING ARKTIKUM
This is one of the best museums in Finland—it has a 
beautifully designed glass tunnel that stretches out to 
the Ounasjoki. One half of it exhibits information on 
Sámi culture and the history of Rovaniemi whereas the 
other presents a wide-ranging display on the Arctic. 
Static and interactive displays on the flora and fauna 
as well as people of Arctic Europe, Asia and North 
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America only add to the charm 
of this place. 

SANTA PARK
Being his hometown, Santa 
Claus is all across Rovaniemi. 
An example of this is the 
Christmas-themed amusement 
park Santapark, built inside 
a cavern in a mountain. It 
features a group of elves baking 
gingerbread, a magic sleigh  
ride, a carousel, an ice bar, a 
theatre, a restaurant, and Santa 
himself. There is also a gallery 
of ice sculptures.

SNOWSHOE TOUR
When we think about treks, 
what first comes to mind is a 
small dirt road, surrounded by 
greenery on both sides, and of 
course, the occasional, burbling 
stream of glistening water we 
encounter. However, treks in the 
Arctic are different—you have 
to plough your way through 
knee-deep snow in the forest 
which gets dark as you find 
your way throught the famous 
Lapland pines. You need not 
worry though, as you get to wear 
snowshoes—being used in this 
region for centuries—and the 
dry, but clean, fresh air is quite 
relaxing, making the trek a fun-
filled experience. Add to this the 
sweet buns and hot chocolate 
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drink offered during break and 
you would want to come again 
and again!

WATCH NORTHERN 
LIGHTS
For most people, witnessing 
Northern Lights (Aurora 
Borealis) is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, simply 
because, as the name suggests, 
the phenomenon occurs only 
near the North Pole. These 
dancing, bright lights in 
shades of green take over the 

entire night sky when charged 
particles released from the 
Sun’s radiation collide with 
gaseous particles in the Earth’s 
atmosphere near the North Pole. 
This effect is attributed to the 
Earth’s magnetic field too. This 
occurrence usually takes place 
from August all the way till 
April in Finnish Lapland, and 
winter is one of the best times to 
visit for a fantastic display of the 
aurora.  Many guided tours start 
off from Rovaniemi and this is a 
must-do when here.

GO ICE-FLOATING
Another recommended 
thing-to-do in Rovaniemi that 
promises a unique experience 
is ice-floating. All you have to 
do is conjure the nerve to dip 
yourself in a frozen lake, while 
the stars in the night sky shine 
bright upon you! Sure enough 
you are provided with suitable 
clothing to keep thyself warm, 
hot drinks, and English speaking 
tour guides to keep your spirits 
high in the Arctic wilderness. If 
luck is in favour, you will also get 
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to see Northern Lights while lying on the ice.

MIDNIGHT SUN-GAZING
Though, the phenomenon midnight sun 
lasts in Rovaniemi for a month, tentatively 
between 6th June to 7th July, it should find 
a mention in a feature on Rovaniemi written 
any time of the year, since this is one of the 
few places on Earth that one would get to see 
the Sun at night. This event can be viewed in 
many ways—hiking on hilltops, boating in 
a river, sitting around a campfire—all under 
the guidance of hired experts, who generally 
possess in-depth information that adds value to 
one’s experience. 
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types of sweet pastries are also 
characteristic to Lapland, one of 
the most recognisable being the 
kampanisu.

“For most people, 
witnessing Northern 
Lights is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, 
simply because, as 
the name suggests, 
the phenomenon 
occurs only near the 
North Pole.”

24 | MALABAR TIMES 
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Some other activities popular with tourists are husky 
safari through the snowy forests, reindeer safari 
through the panoramic countryside, off-road biking, 
and a visit to Ranua Wildlife Park.

FLAVOURS OF THE ARCTIC
Since it has rapidly gained popularity with tourists, 
Rovaniemi has developed a rich restaurant scene, and 
combined with the food culture of this place, one gets 
to taste exquisite local as well as global flavours.
Freshwater fish is one of the staples of Lapland, and 
being situated at the convergence of two rivers, the 
Ounasjoki and the Kemijoki, Rovaniemi has had a 
long tradition of fishing and related activities. Many 
restaurants make a delightful job of cooking up dishes 
of salmon, trout, pike-perch, whitefish, arctic char, 
grayling and vendace. The iconic Lapland salmon 
soup, is ubiquitous to most culinary menus.
Many locals go berry-picking in the forests and on 
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the bogs from late July until September. 
Bilberry (northern blueberry), lingonberry 
and cranberry are desired catches and are 
healthy to eat too. However, the cloudberry 
is considered the jewel of the crown. Apart 
from eating them fresh, these can be used 
to make juices, jams, sauces, and even liquer. 
Potato dishes are very common all across 
Lapland; however, the place also has unique 
variety, the oval-shaped almond potato.
A must-eat during a visit to Rovaniemi is 
leipäjuusto, a bread cheese dessert. It is soft, 
fried cheese served with fresh cloudberries 
or cloudberry jam. Another local staple is 
soft barley flatbread called rieska, usually 
enjoyed with butter. Several types of sweet 
pastries are also characteristic to Lapland, 
one of the most recognisable being the 
kampanisu.
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HOW TO REACH

Rovaniemi is not a major 

town, so one cannot expect 

it to be connected by direct 

flights to other cities in 

the world. However, many 

flights from India will take 

you to Helsinki, the capital 

of Finland, from where 

many direct flights are 

available for Rovaniemi. The 

country’s national railway 

company VR operates many 

trains to Rovaniemi and 

many long-distance buses 

ply to this town too. 
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Photogallery
The Malabar 
Hill Club

71st Annual General Meeting
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Jio Dandia Raas Garba Musical Evening at The Taj Mahal Palace.



30 | MALABAR TIMES 

Jio Dandia Raas Garba Musical Evening at The Taj Mahal Palace.
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Jio Dandia Raas Garba Musical Evening at The Taj Mahal Palace.
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